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Portraits of Team Shosholoza 
 

 
Salvatore Sarno, Managing Director 
 
Driving Team Shosholoza with passion, vision and extraordinary energy is Durban-based 
Salvatore Sarno, who believes South Africa's debut challenge for the America's Cup in 
2007 presents the perfect opportunity to showcase the country's technology, human 
initiative, skills and expertise. 
Insistent from the outset that the crew be representative of all South Africans, he speaks 
of the campaign as an African dream that aptly portrays a proud South African initiative 
with typical African spirit and will to succeed. 
 
As CEO of Mediterranean Shipping Company (MSC) South Africa, Mr. Sarno is an 
accomplished yachtsman himself and has been a committed sponsor and supporter of 
South African sailors in local and international sailing events, as well as development 
sailing programs since he first came to South Africa 19 years ago from Italy. 
 
Most successful of these has been his sponsorship and support for the Izivunguvungu 
MSC Foundation For Youth, started by Ian Ainslie in 2001. The school, based in Simon’s 
Town near Cape Town focuses on teaching disadvantaged youths life skills through sail 
training. 
 
Salvatore Sarno started his career in shipping in 1960, when he enrolled in the Naples Marine 
Academy, followed by service in the Italian Navy. In 1970 he moved on to MSC and 
consequently worked there as officer and captain, until, in 1976, he was promoted to a 
management position. When MSC set up a weekly service between Europe and South Africa 
in 1988, Sarno moved to Johannesburg in order to further develop the market position and, 
finally, the South African subsidiary of MSC was established in Durban in 1990. Directed by 
Sarno, MSC South Africa developed into the biggest shipping company in the country.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

“I have been told several times that it 
is a wonderful thing that we are here 
as an African team, trying to take the 
America's Cup to South Africa. But 
that is not exactly what we are here 
for. Really we are here to bring a part 
of Africa to Europe and the America's 
Cup.” (Salvatore Sarno) 

“The America’s Cup is an opportunity 
to show that all South Africa's 
citizens can work together, do well 
and have success together. In 
essence it is an opportunity to be 
part of the African renaissance.” 
(Salvatore Sarno) 
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Portraits Sailing Crew  (in alphabetical order of last name) 
 
 
Ian Ainslie 
Helmsman/tactician 
 
Nationality: South African 
Born: 27/07/1965 
 
Sailing Career: 
Ainslie is one of South Africa's most accomplished helmsmen having represented South 
Africa in the Finn Class at three Olympics. He was ranked in the top 10 in the world in 
the Finn Class from 1996 – 2000. He also crewed on the SA team which won the 
Nations Cup Match Racing World Championship in San Francisco in 1995. He skippered 
two winning J22 World Championship campaigns (1997 and 2001) and won 15 South 
African National Championships in the Finn, Hunter, L26 and J22 classes. He competed 
in five Lipton Challenge Cup regattas, two of which he won as helmsman. Ainslie also 
plays a pivotal role in the SA America's Cup Challenge in his capacity as director of the 
Izivunguvungu MSC Foundation for Youth sail training school in Simonstown. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
"As Shosholoza helmsman, I'm a bit like a bus driver. It's the tactician who tells me the 
course to steer. The most important thing in my job is to be able to concentrate. And 
perhaps a bit of aggression – but precise and controlled aggression. I meditate in order 
to increase my powers of concentration. For me Shosholoza means much more than just 
a personal challenge. Our mission is greater than we can really understand." 
 
 
 
Marcello Burricks 
Allrounder 
 
Nationality: South African 
Born: 14.07.1985 
 
Sailing Career: 
Marcello Burricks is the youngest member of the SA America's Cup Challenge 2007 
team. He only started sailing in 1999 but has already competed in five Lipton Challenge 
Cups, the first with a development team on JML in 1999 and subsequently as crew for 
Mathew Mentz on the L26 MSC Donna Mia. He has also competed in most local offshore 
regattas and was on the delivery crew of a Cape to Rio yacht in 2000. Highly motivated 
by sailing, Burricks won two development regattas in Simonstown and was both the most 
prominent and promising student at the Izivunguvungu MSC Foundation for Youth sail 
training school run by SA Olympic sailor Ian Ainslie in Simonstown. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
As an allrounder Burricks is an extremely valuable team member who can turn his hand 
to a wide range of different jobs. A close friend of Golden Mgedeza, "Cello's" versatility 
makes him one of the great Shosholoza talents. 
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Solomon Dipeere 
Second Pitman 
 
Nationality: South African 
Born: 11/05/1981 
 
Sailing Career: 
Dipeere was just 15 in Grade 10 at Eureka High School in Kwa Thema, Gauteng, when 
he won a Safmarine bursary to do maritime studies at Simonstown High School in the 
Cape. The bursaries were offered to the top ten students at his school. He initially started 
sailing with the Navy in Simonstown on one of South Africa's best known yachts, 
Voortrekker 1 - made famous by round the world solo sailor Bertie Reed. Dipeere won 
his first regatta as a skipper in the Miura Class in 1998, has done four Lipton Cup 
Challenges, was a skipper in the Mirror Worlds in 1999, did the 2000 Cape to Rio Race 
and was a regular crew for Captain Sarno on his J33 MSC Donna Mia. 
 
Shosholoza spirit:  
A qualified draughtsman, "Solly" was discovered for regatta sport by his high school 
teacher Ian Ainslie. He's now living his great dream: "It doesn’t matter if we lose. What's 
important is to take part. And if our boat's good, we can show just what we can do on the 
water." 
 
 
 
Moctar Fall 
Grinder 
 
Nationality: Senegal 
Born: 07/08/1978 
 
Sailing Career: 
Moctar Fall was scouted during the search for heavy weight grinders. He has a first 
degree belt in martial arts and is the South African Gojukai Heavy Weight Champion. He 
has been teaching martial arts at schools for the past two years. Being a part time 
bouncer at a night club in Camps Bay with no sailing experience he enrolled at the 
Izivunguvungu MSC Foundation for Youth to get up to speed with the basics of yacht 
racing. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
Before now sailing only played a minor role in his life. However, his ability to bench press 
140 kilos makes him very useful as a grinder – and as a VIP bodyguard in Cape Town. 
Originally from Senegal, Moctar teaches children in South Africa karate and wants to 
help the next generation. His motto: "Don’t look at what's just in front of you, look further 
ahead. What isn’t possible today, may go better tomorrow!" 
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Michael Giles 
Downwind trimmer 
 
Nationality: South African 
Born: 24/4/1973 
 
Sailing Career: 
Top SA dinghy and keelboat sailor Michael Giles joins Team Shosholoza as downwind 
trimmer. Giles spent four years on the international Olympic circuit in the run up to the 
Sydney 2000 Olympics campaigning in the Laser Class in the US, Australia, Canada and 
Europe.  
After sailing for several years on board big boats (USA Maxi Falcon in the Newport and 
Caribbean regattas, trimmer on the IMS 47 Seagoon in the Key West), he has now 
turned his attention to project management in boat construction. Over the last few years 
he has supervised and managed four notable projects with 62 foot catamarans. In this 
new area of activity he can use his BSc in Boat Science in Construction Management. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
"There's no standard formula for the America's Cup," says this keen windsurfer. 
"Everyone makes errors. For all the teams it's a matter of how you cope with them. 
We've got a lot of talent on board and a good chance. Plus, we've got great passion – for 
our crew, for the mission and for South Africa." 
 
 
 
Joe Heywood 
Mid Grinder 
 
Nationality:  South African 
Born: 12/03/1981 
 
Sailing Career: 
Joe Heywood started sailing Optimists when he was six years old but spent his teenage 
years in Cape Town playing water polo. He represented South Africa twice in u16 and 
u19 teams and captained school and provincial teams. He has done four Atlantic 
crossings, co-skippered a yacht in the 2003 Cape to Rio race, done yacht deliveries to 
the Caribbean, the US and the UK, worked on boats in Majorca, Spain, and even sailed 
Chinese junks on the Volta River in Ghana. He has an RYA offshore yacht master's 
certificate and was voted SA RYA yacht master for 2002. He worked at Southern Wind 
Shipyard in Cape Town before joining Team Shosholoza. 
 
Shosholoza Spirit 
This 24-year-old comes from a sailing-mad family. At the age of 10 Joe had already 
crossed the Atlantic with his grandfather on a 44-foot yacht. "But I never thought I'd ever 
be taking part in an America's Cup. The guys here have huge physical strength that just 
needs to be channelled along the right lines." 
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Sieraj Jacobs 
Grinder 
 
Nationality: South African 
Born: 17/08/1979 
 
Sailing Career: 
Born into an active sailing family, Jacobs started sailing Optimists at Zeekoevlei when he 
was nine years old. When just 12 he was included in a Nocsa Development Squad which 
was given observer status at the 1992 Barcelona Olympics. He represented SA at the 
Optimist World Championships in 1993 and 1994. He was the SA Optimist National 
Champion in 1994. He finished fourth at the 1996 Youth Worlds in the Laser 2 class with 
SA Olympic sailor Gareth Blanckenberg as his crew. He did his first Cape to Rio race as 
a 14 year old in 1993 and his second as a coskipper in 2000. He skippered an SA entry 
at the Coco Cola Youth World Championships in New Zealand in 1999, was Mirror Class 
SA national champion in 1997 and 2001 and fifth at the Mirror World Championships in 
1999. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
“For me Shosholoza is much more than only a sailing project: it’s passion, fun and part of 
my life.” 
 
 
 
Tim Kröger 
Boat Captain 
 
Nationality:  German 
Born: 25/08/1964 
 
Sailing Career: 
Top German international professional yachtsman, Tim Kröger, brings valuable 
America's Cup sailing and technical expertise to Team Shosholoza. Kröger, who crewed 
on the French "Le Defi Areva" Challenge in the 2001 – 2003 America's Cup in Auckland 
and again in the opening Acts of the America's Cup in Europe in 2004 has over 25 years 
of international competitive sailing experience. Highlights include winning the Admirals 
Cup in 1983, and the Mumm 36 World Championship in 1995. He was the first German 
sailor to take part in the three top international events in competitive sailing: the Admiral's 
Cup, the Whitbread Round-the-World Race and the America's Cup.  
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
"For sailing you need more than just brains and brawn, you must have experience," says 
"Timmy". As captain, the 40-year-old German is one of the cornerstones of the young 
and ambitious Team Shosholoza. His expertise, his reliability and his hunger for 
perfection make him an invaluable asset to his team – both in the daily training sessions 
and during the races themselves. 
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Marc Lagesse 
Navigator 
 
Nationality: South African 
Born: 14/11/1970 
 
Sailing Career: 
Lagesse is a sought after South African crew member who has built a crack reputation 
while competing in many major local and international campaigns. Top of his result card 
was taking a grade one gold medal in the Nations Cup Match Racing World 
Championship in San Francisco in 1995 when racing with SA Olympic sailor Ian Ainslie. 
He spent 1995 and 1996 on the professional match racing circuit in the United States 
and Europe notching up many successes. In the same year he was part of British Mumm 
36 in the Team called Group 4 with Mike Gulden as skipper. He competed in three J22 
World Championships and finished in one as 3rd, done seven Lipton Challenge Cup 
Regattas winning one with Geoff Meek in 1996 and the other with Ian Ainslie in 2002. He 
was crew on the mini-maxi Warrior when it won its class and got 2nd over all in the 1996 
Cape to Rio race. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
"As navigator I've got a great job on board. It's both a physical as well as a highly 
intellectual challenge. For me the America's Cup is an opportunity to bring a bit of Africa 
to the Cup – our unique mix of variety and culture." 
 
 
 
Geoff Meek 
Skipper  
 
Nationality: South African 
Born: 25/11/1952 
 
Sailing Career: 
As skipper and helmsman he won many international big boat yachtracing championships 
including the Fastnet Race, the Sydney Hobart Race, Block Island Race Week, Sardinia 
Cup, the Southern Cross Cup, and the Maxi One Design event - Cowes Week. Meek won 
every major offshore regatta in South Africa and holds the record of 20 Table Bay Race 
Week championship titles. He was South African Yachtsman of the Year five times, 
awarded SA Colours six times and holds the State President's Sports Merit Award. It has 
always been his dream to skipper a South African Challenge in the America's Cup and he 
came close to it 12 years ago, but political factors intervened. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
"Whatever you try – don’t be afraid. Keep going forwards and devote yourself 100 % to 
your goal – body and soul." 
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Golden Mgedeza 
Bowman 
 
Nationality: South African 
Born: 11/08/1981 
 
Sailing Career: 
Golden Mgedeza grew up in Kwa-Thema in Gauteng and only started sailing in his teens 
after winning a bursary to study at Simonstown High School in the Cape. His initial sail 
training was with the SA Navy bosun dinghies. One of his subjects was Maritime studies 
and most opportunely one of his teachers, Olympic sailor Ian Ainslie, who immediately 
recognised his sailing talents. Within months he was a regular crew of Ian's in Lipton 
Challenge Cups, J22 campaigns and on Capt Sarno’s J33 MSC Donna Mia.He was part 
of a SA crew racing with Geoff Meek in the 82 foot Maxi's in a European Series in 1999 
organised by Ernesto Bertarelli - head of the Swiss Alinghi Challenge. Mgedeza 
competed in the 2000 Cape to Rio race and was Sailing Magazine’s yachtsman of the 
year in 2001. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
"My job as bowman on Shosholoza is physically very, very hard and is also mentally 
challenging. We want to achieve the extraordinary in the coming years. The last ten 
years of democracy have taught us that there are no black or white sailors, just sailors." 
 
 
 
Charles Nankin 
Mast Man 
 
Nationality: South African 
Born: 08/01/1978 
 
Sailing Career: 
Top South African dinghy and keelboat sailor Charles Nankin, was living in Portugal 
when he heard about the SA America's Cup Challenge 2007 and immediately returned 
home to join Shosholoza. He represented SA at the Optimist World Championships in 
Argentina (1992) and at two Youth World Championships racing Lasers (1994 and 1996) 
and at the Laser World Championships in 1997 and 1999. He was the upwind trimmer 
for Ian Ainslie when they won the J22 World Championships in 2001 and again when 
they finished third in Texas in 2002. Nankin has competed in five Lipton Cup Challenges, 
two of which he skippered. Recently he raced in the double-handed Olympic Star class 
in Europe. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
"We South Africans are very good at adapting to new, unknown and difficult situations. 
We are used to living with the unpredictable. Our history is important here and gives us 
strength, particularly in difficult moments. Speaking the same language and being able to 
swap memories of our native country motivates us, particularly when things aren’t going 
quite so well." 
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Shaun Pammenter 
Grinder 
 
Nationality: South African 
Born: 25/09/1979 
 
Sailing Career: 
Shaun Pammenter of Durban is the latest crew to join Team Shosholoza following a 
nation-wide search for heavy weight grinders. A former Kwa Zulu Natal B team and 
Border u21 rugby player, Pammenter says he had no hesitation in giving up the rugby 
field for the America’s Cup. Weighing in at 110 kg with a bench press record of 145kg 
Pammenter sailed keelboats and dinghies at national and provincial level and 
represented SA at the 505 Worlds in 2000. He has a BCom degree in marketing 
management from Natal University. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
"I first started dinghy sailing when I was in my teens, but because of the lack of 
opportunities in Durban I later switched to rugby at high school. As a kid I dreamed of the 
America's Cup. When Team Shosholoza was set up, the news spread like a bush fire 
through the country. I applied, got through the tests and am incredibly proud to be part of 
the team. As grinder, I'm part of the Shosholoza powerhouse. I really believe that we 
could make it into the top six." 
 
 
 
David Rae 
Mainsail trimmer 
 
Nationality:  South African 
Born: 16/04/1973 
 
Sailing Career: 
Rae is a top South African skipper and crew in both dinghies and keelboats. Growing up 
in Pretoria he sailed optimists, dabchicks and lasers and currently races an Xtra - the 
most competitive single-handed class in SA. He holds national championship titles in the 
J22, L26 and Stadt 23 classes and has competed in eight J22 world championships. In 
1998/9 he campaigned in the 49er class for the 2000 Olympics in Sydney. He also raced 
18 foot skiffs for a season and finished second in the 2000 Sydney- Hobart Race. Rae is 
an accomplished sail maker having worked in sail lofts around the world. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
"As mainsail trimmer I'm a bit like the gas pedal of the team. I must be able to accelerate 
at the right moment, or slow down again – for instance, in the fiercely contested phase at 
the start of the race. Shosholoza is a dream for me. The difference to sailing dinghies is 
that the challenge here is to gain success as a team. For a Cup campaign you need 
more than just talented individuals." 
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Reinhardt Rauscher 
Grinder 
 
Nationality: South African 
Born: 15/09/1985 
 
Sailing Career: 
Reinhardt Rauscher is the youngest of the grinders and one of the strongest. Rauscher 
gave up his job and spent most of 2004 building strength and muscle in the gym and 
grinding furiously at home on a homemade winch, with the sole purpose of joining Team 
Shosholoza. He has a yacht masters qualification from Sunsail, Durban, and is 
passionate about sailing and all watersports. Being part of Team Shosholoza is more 
than a dream come true. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
Has been sailing for just three years and found out about the Shosholoza project from 
the newspaper. He takes his job as grinder very seriously. It took four months of six 
hours a day in the weights room before he felt fit for the Cup. Avoids alcohol and always 
goes to bed early to be fit for the morning. "We grinders are all good friends and drive 
each other on when we're approaching our limits. The guys are really great!" 
 
 
 
Alex Runciman 
Upwind trimmer 
 
Nationality: South African 
Born: 01/04/1979 
 
Sailing Career: 
A top dinghy skipper, Runciman has been the Laser Radial, Extra and Fireball South 
African National Champion in recent years. He is also a sought after crew member in 
local big boat campaigns and has competed in six Lipton Challenge Cups and was a 
regular crew on the Port Elizabeth based pocket-maxi Warrior. Together with Golden 
Mgedeza, he sailed with Sieraj Jacobs in the 1999 Youth Match Racing World 
Championships, The Coco Cola Cup in Auckland, New Zealand. He has competed in the 
Fireball Nationals in Britain and at the International Student Games in France on a 
University of Cape Town entry. He was also the SA Optimist Class coach for three years 
and took teams to two world championships. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
"A clear daily schedule and clear objectives are important cornerstones of an America's 
Cup team. You must never lose your sense of perspective. Particularly when problems 
occur, it's often better to take a step back and weigh up the situation calmly and 
precisely." 
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Mark Sadler 
Strategist 
 
Nationality: South African 
Born: 10/04/1975 
 
Sailing Career: 
Mark Sadler is a top South African dinghy and big boat racing skipper. He won two 
Lipton Challenge Cup regattas and held both the L26 and L34 national championship 
titles in 2004. He is a J22 national champion and won the Stadt 23, L26 and L34 national 
championships twice each in recent years. He won the 300 mile Vasco da Gama race 
from Maputo to Durban and was 2004 overall winner of Royal Cape Yacht Club’s annual 
Table Bay Week. He grew up sailing Optimists and other dinghy classes in Benoni, 
Gauteng, and represented South Africa at the ISAF World Championships in Dinghy 
Class including 1998 in Dubai. Sadler has worked at North Sails for almost 10 years and 
brings expertise in sail making to the team. He is thrilled to be a member of Team 
Shosholoza. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
Formulating the right tactics is his thing. Mark is quite understandably a big Formula 1 
fan. He can read the water like a book and always keeps sight of the bigger picture, even 
in the tightest race situations. He's got respect for the big names, but no fear: "We've 
definitely got the craft to beat 50 % of the other teams!" 
 
 
 
Ashton Sampson 
Mid bow 
 
Nationality: South African 
Born: 04/12/1979 
 
Sailing Career: 
Ashton Sampson started sailing while still at High School through a programme offered 
by Rotary International at Zeekoevlei Yacht Club. His early training was in the Mirror 
dinghy class and he went on to skipper a dinghy in two Mirror World Championships -
Saldanha in 1999 and Tasmania in 2003. He has also competed in all the local Mirror 
and Sonnet National Championships. He has campaigned in five Lipton Challenge Cup 
Regattas since 1997 and also skippered a Lipton entry in 2000. He did the 2000 Cape to 
Rio race on MTN's Better Connection and has competed in all of South Africa's major 
offshore regattas as helmsman and crew. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
"Team Shosholoza is my home. We work and eat together like one big family. This is an 
incredible help to me in terms of performing every day at the very highest level and 
learning from mistakes. 
Sailing has taught me some of the most important basic values in life, like discipline, 
organisation and teamwork. This is an experience no-one can take away from me." 
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Dee Smith 
Expert in tactics 
 
Nationality: American 
Born: 20/08/1952 
 
Sailing Career: 
Dee Smith is one of the yachting world's greatest competitors, his Volvo Ocean Race 
and match racing experience coupled with his knowledge of canting keel maxis and sail 
development makes him one of the few people in the world who can give a team all of 
those ingredients. Dee Smith is more than just a superb yachtsman; he has the ability to 
find a way to win, either in preparation or on the race course. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
"Sailing has always been an international activity, rich in different cultures. However, 
Shosholoza has a quite special feel, something unique – the Soul of Sailing! It's a great 
thrill and honour for me to be involved in this young team. I hope I shall be able to pass 
on something of my experience and help the crew!" 
 
 
 
Johann Spilhaus 
Grinder 
 
Nationality: South African 
Born: 08/12/1979 
 
Sailing Career: 
Johann Spilhaus joined Team Shosholoza in January 2005. He is not only the heaviest 
but also the strongest crew currently in the team. Spilhaus started sailing Optimists as a 
seven year old. He has raced on many of the top local racing yachts in offshore regattas, 
and did a delivery to the Caribbean, where he stayed to do the 2002 Caribbean Racing 
Circuit. He has an RYA offshore yacht masters certificate from Ocean Sailing Academy. 
He says he always wanted to become a professional sailor on the grand prix circuit. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
A real nature boy – wild water guide, qualified ranger and film stuntman. He learnt to sail 
on lakes before going out into the rough seas off Cape Town. Although he feels the team 
still has a long way to go, "we have nearly two years time and we're getting better every 
day!" 
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Paul Standbridge 
Sailing Manager 
 
Nationality: British 
Born: 04/02/1959 
 
Sailing Career: 
Standbridge is a world class professional yachtsman: his sailing CV includes five 
Whitbread Round the World Races, 14 Fastnet Races, four Sydney-Hobart races, 16 
Atlantic crossings and two America's Cups - as bowman for the British GBR team in 
Freemantle, Australia in 1987 and as sailing manager for the GBR team in Auckland, New 
Zealand in 2003. Rated as one of the most sought after bowman in professional yacht 
racing, he is utterly professional in everything he does. He brings invaluable experience of 
America's Cup campaigns and is totally committed to the South African Challenge. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
Standbridge believes in the success of his team: “We have a good sailing team with good 
morale, good work ethic, and our skills are improving daily.” 
 
 
 
John Sweeney 
Sports Director 
 
Nationality: American 
Born: 1970 
 
Sailing Career: 
Before he became pro sailor about 15 years ago, Sweeney owned a well running 
billboard/ advertising company. He sailed with Young America, America True and during 
the last cup on BMW Oracle Racing as main trimmer, but also worked as syndicates head 
for Sausalito Challenge. Sweeny combines valuable America’s Cup experience with his 
advertising background and thus will advise Team Shosholoza on all aspects of 
performance. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
“In a campaign like this teamwork is the key to success. The cooperation between sailing 
team, designers and shore crew must be right. Ultimately, the best team will win.” 
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Ken Venn 
Bowman 
 
Nationality: South African 
Born: 16/9/1970 
 
Sailing Career: 
Crack SA crew Ken Venn was working in London when the SA America’s Cup Challenge 
was announced. Venn couldn’t resist returning home to join Team Shosholoza where he 
is both design co-ordinator and sailing crew. His sailing CV includes many international 
championships like the Whitbread Round the World Race, Farr 40 World 
Championships, 2 Cape to Rio Races, and Admirals Cup as part of the Commonwealth 
Team. He worked with Southern Spars in New Zealand where he was involved in 
designing advanced composite yacht masts. He subsequently gained more experience 
in both design and management, most recently managing a software company in 
London. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
“The America's Cup is an enormous challenge for South Africa.” His motto: "Push the 
limits! - because if you don’t push against your limits, you'll never exceed them.” This 
fitness fanatic certainly pushes things, whether on an extra training session on the 
mountain bike or in some other type of endurance sport.  
 
 
 
Guido Verhovert 
Pitman 
 
Nationality: South African 
Born: 18/07/1973 
 
Sailing Career: 
Guido is a top South African sailor who has been sailing since he was eight years old. 
Almost all of his sailing has been in local waters on multi-hulls - particularly Hobie 
Catsand more recently on keel boats. He has competed in most of South Africa's major 
offshore events and was a member of the crew aboard the handicap winner,Awesome, a 
Fast 42, in the 2000 Cape to Rio yacht race. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
Motto: "Whatever makes you hard is good." Apart from sailing, his hobbies also include 
mountain bike jumping and kite flying. A lover of steaks and coke, Verhovert is the joker in 
the pack, as well as a bundle of energy. The particular attraction of Shosholoza: "Learning 
so much in such a short time!" 
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Camron Wills 
Grinder 
 
Nationality: South African 
Born: 26/07/1977 
 
Sailing Career: 
Camron Wills is one of the latest sailors to join Team Shosholoza following a nationwide 
search for heavy weight grinders. Wills was racing Sydney 38's and Mum 30's in 
Australia before returning to South Africa to work as a sail maker with Quantum Sails in 
Cape Town. He spent 2004 sailing full time in the Mediterranean. He grew up playing 
rugby and water skiing but became passionate about sailing in Australia and watched the 
2003 America's Cup in New Zealand. He never imagined being a member of an 
America's Cup team, let alone a South African one. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
"With the America's Cup every day is different and you're constantly faced with new 
situations. You have to have split-second reactions and give your all. The team spirit of 
Shosholoza is brilliant and helps all of us – and with a few improvements we certainly 
have the right craft to be out there in front." 
 
 
 
Ian Wolmerans 
Back-up mast man 
 
Nationality: South African 
Born: 19/12/1983 
 
Sailing Career: 
Ian Wolmarans, 21, is a sought after local crew who recently joined Team Shosholoza 
from Southern Spar – bringing valuable knowledge of rigging and mast maintenance. He 
started sailing dabchicks as a 13 year old and went on to race Xtra's and Finns. He 
raced in most local offshore yachting regattas and did the 2003 Cape to Rio race on the 
75 foot Panther. He was on the winning Lipton Cup Challenge campaign yacht in 2003 
and 2004. Wolmarans tried out with Team Shosholoza early in 2004 and says he is 
delighted to have finally joined the crew. 
 
Shosholoza spirit: 
At 6 feet 7 inches, the tallest member of the team. Wolmerans is a practical person who 
is happiest working with his hands. "For me it's important to see results and to have the 
feeling of having created something." 
 
 
 
Contact: 
T-Systems International GmbH 
Media Relations 
phone: ++49/ 69/ 665 31 126 
fax: ++49/ 69/ 665 31 139 
e-mail: presse@t-systems.com 
internet: www.t-systems.com 
 

 
 
Team Shosholoza 
Marketing 
Kolja Drewitz 
phone: ++34/ 96 31651-77 
mobile: ++34/ 600 920 460 
e-mail:  kdrewitz@jacaranda-marketing.com 
internet: www.teamshosholoza.com 

 


